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Dear Parents and Friends of BXCL

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Happy New Year, welcome to Term 2 and an
especially warm welcome to all the new children
and families joining us. I hope that you all had a
fantastic holiday period with your children.

Welcome to our new staff members who have
joined us.

Gate A Opening Time 07:20

Gate A is opening at 07:20 in the morning.
Children can wait outside the school building until
the doors open at 07:30. They cannot enter before
then for safeguarding reasons.

Change of Time to Start of Day 07:30 – 07:45

This has been a great success with students
having a meaningful home room time for pastoral
issues as well as being in school ready for the first
period.
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Congratulations to all our students who participated
in the U13 Penang Games at POWISS on Friday. 

This policy is on our website for you. Please note
that school is always your first port of call should
you have a complaint. We do respond to you as
soon as we can and definitely within 24 hours. 
Click here.

Parental Complaints Policy - link below

U13 Penang Games

Contact from the school will be going out shortly to
try and get as many International and Malaysian
stalls as possible for this year’s Carnival Day.
Parental participation is so important, so do please
band together and offer to run a stall.

International Carnival Day – Saturday 22
February

Only two parents attended, so thought that I would
share some statistics with you:
According to the Child Online Safety Index (COSI):
8-18 year olds experienced at least one cyber-risk
– 67%
Children and young adults are affected by
cyberbullying – 50%
Experience cyberthreats – 40%
Exposed to violent and sexual content – 25%
At risk of a gaming disorder – 16%
13-18 year olds experience unwanted sexual
contact – 40%
8- 12 year old children experience risky contact
offline meeting with strangers and sexual contact –
13%

The Disrupting Harm Malaysia report, developed
with active support of the Government of Malaysia,
sexual extortion and livestreaming of child sexual
abuse remain some of the biggest threats that
children face in the country. An estimated 100,000
internet-using children aged 12-17 were subjected
to clear instances of online sexual exploitation and
abuse, including sextortion.

Please do monitor your children online.

Click here for the slides.

Contact Us Directly
We are Here to Help Fix any Issues you may Have
Your first contact is your child’s homeroom/subject
teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue.
Whole
School

Duncan
Grice

duncan.grice@bxcl.edu.my

Secondary
School

Glyn Martin glyn.martin@bxcl.edu.my

Primary
School

Ian
Hopkins

ian.hopkins@bxcl.edu.my

Senior
Parent
Relation
Executive

Joyce
Leong

joyce.leong@bxcl.edu.my

+60134487892

WS Parent Session- ELLA and English at BXCL –
Wednesday 17 Jan @ 08:10

This parent session will be sharing about our
ELLA provision. I hope to see you there.

WS Parent Session- Keeping Your Child Safe
Online 

https://www.bxcl.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/ACA009-Complaints-Escalation-Policy.pdf
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EZjNz3xJIHlGn7nK6XbrFG0BNEQxx1dZtd67vDV6ra8uXA?e=ddkdjk
mailto:duncan.grice@bisp.edu.my
mailto:glyn.martin@bxcl.edu.my
mailto:duncan.grice@bisp.edu.my
https://wa.link/kwmixv
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You may have read about this in the news over
the past few days. We have received nothing
official from the MoH or MoE as of yet so my
message to parents today is a general one about
keeping children off school if they show any
symptoms.

Symptoms 
HMPV symptoms are similar to those of flu or
common cold. It can spread from an infected
individual to others through coughing, sneezing or
personal contact. Some common symptoms
include:
Cough, Fever, Nasal congestion, Sore throat,
Shortness of breath.
The incubation period is 3 to 6 days; the duration
depends on the severity of the infection.
Who is at a higher risk?
Young children, older adults and those with
weakened immune systems are at a higher risk of
developing severe illness due to HMPV.

What are the complications of HMPV?
Sometimes HMPV can cause severe illness that
might require hospitalisation. Bronchiolitis,
Bronchitis, Pneumonia, Asthma or COPD flare-ups
and Ear infection (otitis media) are a few
complications.

Prevention tips:
You can reduce the risk of getting HMPV and
other respiratory illnesses with these steps:

Wash hands with soap and water for at least 20
seconds to control the spread
Cover your mouth and nose while coughing or
sneezing
Consider wearing a mask and avoid contact with
those who are sick
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with
unwashed hands
Practice self-isolation if you are sick

HMPV Parent Survey- December – Results
The results are very positive and we will be
focusing on the comments made by you to make
sure that we continue to make the school a better
place for our children.

Net Promoter Score
The Net Promoter Score is a tool to measure
customer satisfaction with one single question: 
How likely are you to recommend the school to a
friend/colleague/relative?

The NPS is derived from subtracting the
percentage of detractors from the percentage of
promoters. The creators of the NPS metric, Bain &
Company, say that an NPS score above 0 is good,
above 20 is great and above 50 is amazing.
Anywhere above 80 is the top percentile.

For all the results– Click here

https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EXvLs2z2YPVOvK2bU1CW0fUBKnN9EXzTffrVC3jDonEn2Q?e=BQ5j9d
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BXCL Open Golf Tournament – Saturday 15
February – Venue TBC
The Open golf tournament is open to men,
women, boys and girls. Do let your golfing friends
know; it is open to the whole community and
friends. Please contact terence.lee@bxcl.edu.my
to enter or complete this form here.

Gate Opens 07:20 – School Opens 07:30 –
Registration period starts 07:45

Community Events 

BXCL Biathlon – Early in Term 2 - Date TBC 
There will be an adult’s event so do get in training!

Community Information

Parents Library - Fridays 2:30pm – 4pm

BXCL Parent/Staff Privilege Discount
Programme - Click here

School Improvement Plan Glossy - Click here

Academic Calendar 2024-25 - Click here 

Parent Handbook - Click here

House Kit Purchases – Available from Main
Reception 8am – 9am and 3:20pm – 4:30pm

Refer-a-Family Programme
There is a cash incentive, for every successful
referral who sign up to the school, you will be
rewarded with a 3000RM fee discount. 
Contact terence.lee@bxcl.edu.my

This allows a registration period 7:45 – 08:00.
Students arriving after 07:45 will be marked as
late.

Key Dates for Term 2 – click Here

Griffin Charity Dress up Day – Friday 17 January –
minimum donation 10RM

mailto:terence.lee@bxcl.edu.my
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N3JHLOWuTEavl5ita3xO_kcbaUTTpwVFt86NFDjUfEZUODk0NUhaMjJPQVFHTUI5Nk83QllGUE4wUy4u&origin=Invitation&channel=0
https://www.bxcl.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Parent-Privilege-ver18Oct24.pdf
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/ETvWDD1adxlAgYJv6erUFTYBUuwyyLGMCTTdQhk_Us_qcQ?e=EgwraM
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EaG1fRMhhHBJhj7h0UuSsz8BqMpeNv4-bCENLQzxBC05dw?e=bDSsVx
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EZ8p277LRnZMnlgbgrl-t8IBl-9L258OftyUupS1XFhHQg?e=hW6UOY
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EeV9O68gPFJBknnsACg-KesBr_KclikLWgYUjYPr8hv2lw?e=3PncrE


Jan Event Time Venue

Mon
13

IGCSE Mock
Examinations 
Term 2 CCA’s start

Various 3rd floor

Tue
14

FS Parent Session-
seven areas of learning/
learning through play. 
IGCSE Mock
Examinations

08:10 PD
Room

Wed
15

IGCSE Mock
Examinations
WS Parent Engagement
Session - English & ELL

Various

08:10

PD
Room

PD
Room

Thur
16

IGCSE Mock
Examinations
FS parents - Phonics
lesson and stay and
read with child 

Various

09:00

PD
Room

FS

Fri 17 IGCSE Mock
Examinations
Griffen Charity Dress Up
Day
Whole School Class
Reps Meeting

Various

08:15

PD
Room

PD
Room

Sat 18 Saturday English School 08:00

Mon
20

Mock Examinations
[Science Practical]

Tue
21

Mock Examinations
[Science Practical]

Wed
22

Whole School Parent
Session - Creative Arts
& PE @ BXCL

08:15 PD
Room

Thur
23

CNY Carnival Day 12:20 SS
Lobby

Fri 24 CNY Community Lunch
CNY Assembly by Year
2, 6 & 10 and others!
Break up for CNY
Holiday

12:00
13:20

Cafeteria
MPH
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The Week Ahead

Social Media
Follow us on: Instagram ; Facebook ; Twitter (@xclpenang)

BXCL - Believe, Belong, Become

Duncan Grice 
Executive Principal

https://www.instagram.com/xclpenang/
https://www.facebook.com/XCLPenang
https://twitter.com/bispenang


Griffin 19 points

Hydra 22 points

Kelpie 23 points

Phoenix 20 points
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PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE
Dear Parents,

Firstly, Happy New Year to all of our parents and
welcome back to school. The three-week break was
wonderful, an opportunity for all of our students and
teachers to enjoy time at home with their families and
for our teachers and team here in Primary to
recharge their batteries ready for this term. I do hope
that everyone had a lovely festive period and, of
course, we are actively moving forward towards our
next celebration of Chinese New Year at the end of
this month.
It has been a really busy first week back, settling in
and welcoming a large number of new students and
some new members to our Primary team who will be
introducing themselves next week in our next
newsletter. Our new children have settled in and it is
testament again to their peers who have helped them
do this and feel 'at home' in our school.

Year 6C
This week, Year 6C embarked on their new Topic
focus: Ancient China. To begin their learning
journey, students independently created artwork
featuring their Chinese character name and Chinese
Zodiac sign.
The class engaged in thought-provoking discussions
centred around the following questions:

Why do you think people settled near rivers?
How might the mountains have helped Ancient
China?
What challenges do you think deserts created for
the people?

Through these discussions, students explored how
Ancient China's geography influenced its agriculture,
trade, and protection. They also developed an
understanding of the importance of geographical
features in shaping the civilisation’s development.
Working collaboratively in groups, students
researched specific geographical locations in
Ancient China. They created detailed mind maps to
showcase their findings, including the challenges
faced by early settlers. This activity provided a
deeper insight into how geography played a vital role
in the rise of Ancient China.

Interhouse Competitions

Over this next term we will be hosting several Primary
Interhouse competitions. These are opportunities for
our students to help add extra housepoints to their
house totals.

During lunchtime on Wednesday, 44 children from
Years 3 to 6 took part in the Four-Square Interhouse
Competition, held in the Primary School Hall.
The competition was filled with excitement and
friendly rivalry, as students showcased their skills,
teamwork, and sportsmanship. Participants earned
valuable house points not only for their performance
but also for their display of fair play and effort.
The final results are as follows:

Congratulations to all participants for their fantastic
contributions to their houses and thank you to Mr
Grigson for organising and running this event.

A kind reminder that registration period is now from
7.45 to 8.00am - doors will open to the school from
7.30am and I will be on duty at the drop off point from
slightly earlier as we are opening the main gate for
car drop-offs to alleviate any queues first thing in the
morning.



Mon 13 Term 2 CCA’s start 

Tue 14 FS Parent Session- seven areas
of learning/ learning through play

08:10 

Wed 15 SS & PS Parent Engagement
Session - English & ELL 

08:10 

Thu 16 FS parents - Phonics lesson and
stay and read with their child  

09:00 

Fri 17 Griffen Charity Dress Up Day 
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We have shared so many achievements of our
students from events outside of school over this past
term and this is lovely to do as we are proud of what
they have each achieved. Over the break we have
some wonderful achievements, and we are very
happy to share the following. 

In December, Olivia (Year5C) and Sophia （ Year
1X) took part in the Taiwan Final International Music
Competition (Piano), held in Taipei.

Representing Malaysia on an international stage,
Olivia and Sophia performed exceptionally well
among participants from various countries. Olivia
secured an impressive Second Place, while Sophia
achieved the remarkable feat of winning First Place in
the competition.

Their dedication, hard work, and passion for music
have truly shone through, and we believe this
milestone will inspire them and other students to
continue striving for excellence in their artistic journey.

A huge congratulations to both girls. It is wonderful to
see how their perseverance and dedication to their
performing has been recognised on an international
stage.

Celebrating Achievements

Ian Hopkins 
Head of Primary 

I look forward to seeing as many parents as possible
from Early Years next week to our two parent
sessions focused on 'Early Years'. Events for next
week are listed below.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL UPDATE
Welcome back everyone to 2025. As in term 1,
there is never a quiet or slow week at BXCL and
this week has been no exception. Students have hit
the ground running on Monday with our year 11, 12
and 13 students kicking off two weeks of mock
examinations. This is an important time for all the
students involved as they continue to identify their
areas of strength and improvement, refining their
preparation for the real examinations this coming
April. In addition to this, BXCL students were
outstanding ambassadors for the school, competing
against all the other Penang International schools
in the U13 Penang Games. A team of year 7 and 8
students competed in athletics and football on
Friday in a hot and sticky day of competition. Our
boys team even made the final of the football
competition, managing to overpower the
longstanding giants in Penang football, beating
Upland to the trophy. In our first week back, we
also welcomed new secondary staff to our team
this week as our secondary school continues to
grow. We saw Mr Peter Bamgbose and Ms Hawa
meet our students and begin teaching lessons as
they join our science and maths departments
respectively.

Amazing Learning 
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Ian brings home bronze from the International
Junior Cybersecurity Olympiad (IJCO) finals in
Istanbul.  

Our Technology and Media Prefect team member,
Ian from 10X, who qualified for the international
competition after winning Bronze in the Malaysia
round of the competition has returned from the
finals a medallist. The International Junior
Cybersecurity Olympiad (IJCO) was held in
Istanbul, Türkiye between the 6th and 10th of
December. Ian and his Malaysian team mates
once again demonstrated their outstanding skills
and abilities in STEAM activities and secured 3rd
place on the international stage. A wonderful
achievement which all of the BXCL community can
be proud that our very own technology prefect was
a part of.  

Excellence Awards – Mandarin Foreign Language

Year 7 
Tassvina 

For exceptional diligence and
independence, consistently showing
curiosity and eagerness to participate
which enhance her own learning and
contributes to a positive classroom
environment. Tassvina’s enthusiastic
commitment to excellence in Mandarin
makes her an outstanding and
inspirational student.

 Year 8
Sereena

For creativity and eagerness to learn,
consistently supporting her classmates
and contributing to group success.
Sereena is highly independent and
works diligently to achieve her goals.
Her positive attitude, collaborative
spirit, and dedication to mastering
Mandarin make her an excellent role
model and a joy to teach.

 Year 9 
 Kaylene
Choong

For hard work, determination and
leadership in Mandarin lessons and for
consistent study of Mandarin beyond
the classroom. Kaylene helps to create
an inspiring learning environment,
setting a wonderful example for her
peers.

 Year 10 
Navya

For commitment to excellence, seen
through extra effort and attention to
detail. Navya’s strong work ethic,
determination, and positive attitude
towards Mandarin learning make her
an exceptional student.

 Year 11
Chloe

For exceptional dedication, always
taking the initiative to learn and
continuously applying feedback to
improve continuously. Chloe’s passion
for Mandarin and her consistent
pursuit of excellence make her an
outstanding student and a role model
for others.

Glyn Martin
Head of Secondary 
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CREATIVE ART UPDATE

Zexian Au
Head of CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

FOBISIA Photography Competition

Instrumental Music Programme – Registration
Open
We are pleased to announce that we are offering
selected instrumental lessons at BXCL. Information
regarding this programme can be found in here. To
officially register, please complete an e-form in full.
For further enquiries regarding instrumental lessons,
please contact Head of Creative and Performing Arts
au.zexian@bxcl.edu.my 

Term 2 - Register By: 
Friday, 24th January 2025, 11:59PM

A Successful Term 1 Mini Art Show
The end-of-term mini art show last term was a
success, showcasing the talent and creativity of our
secondary students. A heartfelt thank you to our lead
Art Teacher, Ms. Yik, and art prefect, Lanxi, for her
dedication and vision in bringing this wonderful event
to life.

https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/au_zexian_bxcl_edu_my/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fau%5Fzexian%5Fbxcl%5Fedu%5Fmy%2FDocuments%2FHoD%2FInstrumental%20lessons%2FInstrumental%20Music%20Programme%20%28v%2E8%2E1%2E25%29%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fau%5Fzexian%5Fbxcl%5Fedu%5Fmy%2FDocuments%2FHoD%2FInstrumental%20lessons&ga=1
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SPORTS UPDATE

Paul Nockels
Head of Physical Education

U13 Penang Games
19 of our U13 boys and girls travelled to POWIIS BP
to compete in the U13 Penang Games where they
competed in Athletics, Basketball and Football against
5 other international schools from the Island.
The boys were first up on the field and did well,
securing first place and second places in Javelin,
Discus, Long jump, Shot Put, High Jump and Triple
Jump. The girls faired well on the field as they claimed
first and second in Javelin, Discus and Long Jump.
On the Track the boys achieved first and second
places in 80m sprint, 200m, 4 x 60m relay and 4 x
240m relay.

On the basketball court both teams secured an early
win but then suffered tight losses in the latter rounds
of the competition. 

On the Football field the girls unfortunately didn’t
make it our of their group but competed fiercely. The
boys managed to come through the group with ease,
make it to the final and beat a much fancied Uplands
team in a very fierce and competitive final.

Overall, the school finished 4th out of 6 schools (2
points away from 3rd) and the students had a fantastic
competing against many other students. Their
confidence has grown from this experience and it
bodes well for the future. 

Please say well done to the students below, they put
in a phenomenal effort.

Boys: Nishant, Keshav, Yi Shen, Jayden, Elren,
Kayyan, Kaylan, Hao Bang & Leo

Girls: Jessica, Nuo Wen, Kang Xuan, Harper, Isaura,
Kathsandra, Sayeesha, Qer Ning & Ong Hee & Lydia
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ALUMNI NEWS
How BXCL prepared me for university

My name is Jasmine Grice, and I am a third-year
student at York St John University located in York,
England. I attended BXCL for two years during sixth
form and developed skills that I believe prepared me
for life at university. 
When I attended BXCL, there were only 5 people,
including myself, in my year group. As a result, most
of my classes were one-to-one and due to this, I had
to adapt to being more independent. 
In previous schools that I attended, I relied on the help
of my peers and rarely needed to answer questions
asked by teachers as there were other students I
could hide behind. However, this was not an option for
me at BXCL, which I am grateful for as I learnt how to
challenge myself by doing work and problem solving
on my own. Additionally, I stepped outside of my
comfort zone as I had to answer my teachers'
questions. This allowed me to utilise my brain more
and improved my confidence in an academic setting. 
Furthermore, one-to-one classes also meant that the
teachers' attention was mainly on me. This permitted
more interactions and help from my teachers,
whereas in my other schools I would not be able to
receive assistance from teachers in some classes as
they did not have time to focus on every student.
These one-to-one classes allowed my teachers to
support me more, helping me overcome my learning
barriers quicker. Consequently, I was able to progress
in my work at an increased rate. 

A small year group may seem quite lonely, and I
feared that it would make it harder for me to find
friends. I was quickly proven wrong as I was instantly
welcomed by many of the students and even made
friends with people in years above and below me. This
was a new experience for me because at my previous
schools, I would only mingle with people in my year
group. BXCL allowed me to branch out and socialise
with more people of different ages, giving me a sense
of community and improving my social skills.  
Moreover, these became skills that I later needed in
university, a place where it is important to be
independent. My time at BXCL allowed me to be more
self-assured and confident with myself in an academic
and social environment. This made it less difficult for
me to settle in at university as I now can keep track of
my work on my own and I have built many wonderful
friendships. 


