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Dear Parents and Friends of BXCL

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to the final week before the Chinese
New year break. Xīnnián kuàilè and Gong Xi Fa
Cai to you all.

Participation is so important, so do please band
together and offer to run a stall. Click here to
register for a stall or contact Ms Sumatah
k.sumatah@bxcl.edu.my

MUN Conference @ POWIIS

Congratulations to all our students who participated
in the MUN Conference at POWIIS over the
weekend.  A huge thank you to Ms. Lim, Mr.
Campbell and Ms. Jaya who gave up their
weekend to accompany them. More in the
Secondary section.

Academic Calendar 2024-25 – Click HERE for
updated version

Unfortunately, Nuzul Al Quran has been moved
from Monday 17 March to Tuesday 18 March
meaning that we are losing the long weekend. To
keep the Monday as well would have put us below
the 180 teaching days we are required to do.

FOBISIA Schools Newsletter – January 2025 –
click here

International Carnival Day – Saturday 22
February

https://forms.office.com/r/qYRKmQsURu
mailto:k.sumatah@bxcl.edu.my
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EfVeofBPIO5DiB17jeYOmc0BRxX-umLF5NzS-sDQL9Fqiw?e=YyJkpw
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EX6QFhvTxRhGhg5pOb7PJYgBtCAP5UIvQRZO5UA266iyZQ?e=YlJMtX
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BXCL Open Golf Tournament – Saturday 15
February – Venue TBC

The Open golf tournament is open to men,
women, boys and girls. Do let your golfing friends
know; it is open to the whole community and
friends. Please contact terence.lee@bxcl.edu.my
to enter or complete this form here.

Gate Opens 07:20 – School Opens 07:30 –
Registration period starts 07:45

Community Events 

BXCL Biathlon U9/U11/U13/U15/U19/Adult–
Saturday 8 March 

Community Information

Parents Library - Fridays 2:30pm – 4pm

BXCL Parent/Staff Privilege Discount
Programme - Click here

School Improvement Plan Glossy - Click here

Parent Handbook - Click here

House Kit Purchases – Available from Main
Reception 8am – 9am and 3:20pm – 4:30pm

Refer-a-Family Programme
There is a cash incentive, for every successful
referral who sign up to the school, you will be
rewarded with a 3000RM fee discount. 
Contact terence.lee@bxcl.edu.my

This allows a registration period 7:45 – 08:00.
Students arriving after 07:45 will be marked as
late.

Key Dates for Term 2 – click Here

WS Parent Session - ELLA and English at BXCL 

Click here for the presentation slide.
Click here for the ELL Parent Handbook.

International Carnival Day – Saturday 22
February

Academic Calendar 2024-25 – Click HERE for
updated version

The Week Ahead
Jan Event Time Venue

Mon 20 Mock Examinations
[Science Practical]

Tue 21 Mock Examinations
[Science Practical]
Secondary Science
Excellence Awards

Wed 22 Whole School Parent
Session - Creative Arts
& PE @ BXCL

08:15 PD Room

Thur 23 CNY Carnival Day
Nutrition Meeting

12:20
14:00

SS Lobby
TBC

Fri 24 CNY Community
Lunch
CNY Assembly by
Year 2, 6 & 10 and
others!
Break up for CNY
Holiday

12:00

13:20

Cafeteria

MPH

Feb Event Time Venue

Mon 3 U10/U11 Swimming TBC TBC

Tue 4 World Cancer Day

Wed 5 WS Parent Session -
Mandarin @ BXCL
Secondary & Primary

08:10 PD Room

Fri 7 Secondary School -
Mock Report Release
Date

Sat 8 Saturday English 08:00 Y10 Study

mailto:terence.lee@bxcl.edu.my
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N3JHLOWuTEavl5ita3xO_kcbaUTTpwVFt86NFDjUfEZUODk0NUhaMjJPQVFHTUI5Nk83QllGUE4wUy4u&origin=Invitation&channel=0
https://www.bxcl.edu.my/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Parent-Privilege-ver18Oct24.pdf
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/ETvWDD1adxlAgYJv6erUFTYBUuwyyLGMCTTdQhk_Us_qcQ?e=EgwraM
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EZ8p277LRnZMnlgbgrl-t8IBl-9L258OftyUupS1XFhHQg?e=hW6UOY
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EeV9O68gPFJBknnsACg-KesBr_KclikLWgYUjYPr8hv2lw?e=3PncrE
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/ERwO4mP0bmFEiHAz7bbinZsBlWkuglXEpbbexDgxlJHIbw?e=ppoxvo
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EVqq63BGx6VAszs57bubNy4Bj8PAjifwvMjRNB0vaKh7jA?e=GWb8Go
https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/joyce_leong_bxcl_edu_my/EfVeofBPIO5DiB17jeYOmc0BRxX-umLF5NzS-sDQL9Fqiw?e=YyJkpw
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Social Media
Follow us on: Instagram ; Facebook ; Twitter (@xclpenang)

BXCL - Believe, Belong, Become

Duncan Grice 
Executive Principal

Contact Us Directly
We are Here to Help Fix any Issues you may Have
Your first contact is your child’s homeroom/subject
teacher if it is an academic or pastoral issue.

Whole
School

Duncan
Grice

duncan.grice@bxcl.edu.my

Secondary
School

Glyn Martin glyn.martin@bxcl.edu.my

Primary
School

Ian
Hopkins

ian.hopkins@bxcl.edu.my

Senior
Parent
Relation
Executive

Joyce
Leong

joyce.leong@bxcl.edu.my

+60134487892

https://www.instagram.com/xclpenang/
https://www.facebook.com/XCLPenang
https://twitter.com/bispenang
mailto:duncan.grice@bisp.edu.my
mailto:glyn.martin@bxcl.edu.my
mailto:duncan.grice@bisp.edu.my
https://wa.link/kwmixv
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PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE
Dear Parents,

Another busy week in Primary and with one week
to go until we celebrate Chinese New Year. With
every week in our school, there is always much to
celebrate, and this is week was certainly no
different.

We have had three parent sessions last week, two
specifically for our Foundation Stage classes and
one for English Language Learning (ELL). All were
really well attended and especially for our
Foundation Stage session on Thursday was
lovely, as our parents enjoyed watching their
children in their phonics sessions as well as
staying and reading with them afterwards. A huge
thank you to Ms Long for leading both of these
sessions and to the Foundation Stage team for all
of their hard work last week.

Year 6X
This week in English, Year 6 have been working
on creative poetry. The unit focuses on describing
places and the use of abstract nouns. We have
studied a model text and are building up our
poems step by step. The students have enjoyed
using new, ambitious vocabulary and using
imagery and description to bring the places to life.
Some excellent examples of the creativity shown
in 6X are included below:

"Emptiness swallowed her as she entered the
basement of sorrows" Qian Yu

"On the edge of the galaxy, an illuminating star of
tragic curses flies around the dark sky" Adam

"I creaked the door of the of the colossal castle of
cryptic curses staring at the cursed king" Anisa

"I dashed into the village of true kindness and saw
people playing and laughing" Eehom

"She woke up in the hotel of horrors and she
heard a creepy ghost sound" Fauzan

Visiting Headteachers
Last Friday I welcomed 12 visiting Primary
Headteachers from our AIMS network of Heads to
BXCL for a morning which comprised of a tour led
by our Head students, a presentation regarding the
importance of risk assessments before we moved
over to the island for our termly meeting. The
heads were impressed by much of what they saw,
and many commented upon the polite and well-
behaved students we have in our school. We are
immensely proud of our students and to hear
comments such as this and others is truly
wonderful.

We do look forward to the final week in this rather
short half term and especially to our Chinese New
Year celebrations on Friday which we hope to see
many of you at.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Griffin Dress up day

Lovely to see the children supporting the house
charity day last Friday - so much happiness
spread with an abundance of yellow everywhere
across the school.

Ian Hopkins 
Head of Primary 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL UPDATE
Our final week of mock theory exams concluded
this week with the successful rehearsal preparing
students and staff for the upcoming real thing,
kicking off in April. In the week ahead, BXCL will
be wrapping up the mock exams with ELL
speaking and listening and the science practical
exams taking place early in the week. Grade
reports for year 11,12 and 13 will be published in
the coming weeks on the 7th of February followed
by the all-important Parent Teacher Consultations
for these year groups. We encourage all parents
to actively participate in these to allow discussions
to dive deeper in to the preparations for our
students.  

Over both Saturday and Sunday last weekend our
Mandarin department supported students as they
participated online in the International School
Mandarin Debate competition the experience was
a great learning opportunity for all the students
involved, who were proud ambassadors
representing the school with distinction. 

On Friday we had our first charity dress up day of
2025 with Griffin choosing a Minions theme. The
secondary school was awash with yellow as
students, staff and parents donated and helped
raise money for this year’s school charity.

And finally, our school Model United Nations team
have been active this weekend as they travel to
compete in the first MUN competition of the year
at POWIIS. The team has become a well-
established group, who’s participants model the
qualities and skills that will prove essential for
future world leaders. We eagerly await the news of
their performance and experience as they prepare
for the busy schedule of competitions on the
horizon.       

We need you parent reps
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A new Head of Science 
Following interviews this week, we have
successfully appointed a new Head of Science for
the secondary school. From within our team of
science staff and I am delighted to share that our
new physics teacher, Dr Peter Bamgbose was
the successful candidate and will be taking a lead
on driving our school’s science programme
forward. We are excited to see the consistent
improvements continue under Dr Bamgbose’s
leadership.

With the addition of two new classes in year 8 and
9, we have opportunities for more parents to
become involved in the discussions which help to
shape the directions we take as a secondary
school. Teachers will have reached out and invited
parents to put their names forward in recent days
and we hope for a positive response for all of you.
We look forward to even more contributions and
stronger collaboration across our school
community. 

With all that taking place this week, we now look
forward to the festivities ahead and welcoming
many of you to our CNY assembly this coming
Friday.    

Amazing Learning 
Year 7 learning Inheritance

Year 7 have been working on their new unit of
classifying life and building their knowledge of
inheritance through recreating the characteristics
that are past down from parents to their children. 



Year 10 
Business
Studies 

Yong
Ding

Warren Buffet, 
For consistently applying
knowledge to real-world case
studies, leading to great
results.

Year 10
Economics 

Adrian
Soong 

Joseph Schumpeter, 
For demonstrating
understanding of Economic
concepts in class, showing
confidence in applying his
knowledge, and willingness to
support others.

Year 11
Business
Studies 

Matthew 

Bill Gates, 
For consistently demonstrating
a strong work ethic, good
attitude, and a great desire to
learn, develop, and achieve in
Business Studies.
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ELLA students take on the role of scientists,
experimenting with various materials to observe
their impact on descent time. Through this lesson,
they explore scientific terminology such as
'descent', 'drag', 'force', and 'air-resistance',
aligning with Term 2's cross-curricular focus.
Additionally, they practice procedural writing by
incorporating transition words to show sequence
such as 'firstly, then, next' etc.

ELLA Students develop their science terminology
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Glyn Martin
Head of Secondary 

Excellence Awards – Business and Economics 

Year 11
Economics Syitathaa 

Milton Friedman, 
For his consistent approach
to learning in Economics and
willingness to strive and
achieve his best.

Year 12
Economics 

Alfred
Cheong

Adam Smith, 
For demonstrating positive
effort, desire, and attitude to
learning in Economics. He
shows leadership and
supports his peers in class.

Year 13
Economics 

Stephanie
Lim

Elinor Ostrom, 
For demonstrating excellent
commitment, effort, and
attitude to learning in
Economics. She gives
tremendous support and
guidance to others in her
class.
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CREATIVE ART UPDATE

Zexian Au
Head of CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS

FOBISIA Photography Competition – Register by
24th January 2025

Instrumental Music Programme – Term 2
Registration Closing Soon
We are pleased to announce that we are offering
selected instrumental lessons at BXCL.
Information regarding this programme can be
found in here. To officially register, please
complete an e-form in full. For further enquiries
regarding instrumental lessons, please contact
Head of Creative and Performing Arts
au.zexian@bxcl.edu.my 

Register By: 
Wednesday, 22nd January 2025, 11:59AM

SPORTS UPDATE

Paul Nockels
Head of Physical Education

Primary Elite Swimming CCA - Tuesdays
Secondary Elite Swimming CCA – Wednesdays
Water Polo CCA – Thursdays

If your son/daughter are interested in representing
the school in swimming competitions, there are
spaces available in the CCAs above. 

Please email Mr Nockels
(paul.nockels@bxcl.edu.my) at your earliest
convenience as places will be given on a first
come, first serve basis.

https://srikdu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/au_zexian_bxcl_edu_my/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fau%5Fzexian%5Fbxcl%5Fedu%5Fmy%2FDocuments%2FHoD%2FInstrumental%20lessons%2FInstrumental%20Music%20Programme%20%28v%2E8%2E1%2E25%29%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fau%5Fzexian%5Fbxcl%5Fedu%5Fmy%2FDocuments%2FHoD%2FInstrumental%20lessons&ga=1
mailto:paul.nockels@bxcl.edu.my
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ALUMNI NEWS
How Sixth Form at BXCL Supported a Former Student for University 

BXCL has been a great stepping stone in
preparation for university and has made a positive
impact for many students. One of the students
who thanked BXCL for helping them adjust to life
after sixth form is Samuel Pragasam. I was able to
interview him about his experience in sixth form. 

Sam attended BXCL for 8 years from 2015 until
2023 and now studies business management and
marketing at Monash university in Melbourne,
Australia. Sam was Head Boy during his time at
sixth form, which was a highlight for him as he said
that “Being Head Boy was one of my best
experiences during sixth form. Being able to lead a
prefect's team tremendously helped my growth as
a leader and the experience of dealing with
different personalities taught me to be adaptable in
different situations as a leader. Additionally, as
Head Boy I had many meetings with school
leaders, which helped me understand the behind-
the-scenes work that goes into being a part of a
team and the many steps that we need to take to
achieve our collective goals. I was also invited to
attend meetings when external parties came to
visit the school, helping me train my
professionalism by learning from the examples set
by our school leaders”. Sam also added that he
believes planning a lot of events and ensuring that
these events ran smoothly helped him become
more detailed oriented and increased his
leadership skills. 

In addition, the small year groups supported Sam
academically as he expressed that teachers were able
to spend more time with each student individually. This
allowed teachers to personally attend to his and his
peers' specific needs, which really helped them to be
able to answer exam questions. Furthermore, Sam
added that sixth form was a great steppingstone from
GCSEs to university because “There was more
freedom compared to school but there was also a
support system in place to help out with all our needs
and that was crucial as it made us learn to be more
independent. However, when we were stuck there was
always help around the corner and that added security
made sixth form a more comfortable place to learn and
grow as a person”. 
The small year groups and classes added another
benefit to Sam’s time at sixth form as he says that “We
were able to bond on a deeper level with our
classmates and spend a lot of quality time together in
the common room. This really encouraged us to
always communicate with each other and help each
other with personal or educational subjects. Since we
spent so much time together, we learnt how to support
one another after a tough exam, discussed university
plans and talked about life goals. I think this growth
made us more mature”. Sam explained that these skills
he and his classmates learnt at sixth form carries
forward into university and helps students make friends
there, especially because university is an environment
where you have to be more independent and mature.
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ALUMNI NEWS
Moreover, in Sam’s eyes sixth form gave students
helpful steps and assistance for the direction they
wanted to go in for university. This is due to the
numerous university fairs that were organised for
them, providing valuable insights into what
universities had to offer. On top of that, they
participated in career sessions where their
teachers took the time to discuss life beyond sixth
form and discussed their own professional
experiences. Sam voiced that these conversations
were instrumental in helping him and students to
better understand their aspirations and the paths
they wanted to pursue. Sam is now in his second
year of university and shares that “having thrived
in clubs and completed multiple internships, I can
truly appreciate the life skills I developed during
sixth form. Those experiences have played a
significant role in shaping me into a more confident
and capable individual. They have enhanced my
ability to lead within my university communities
and contributed to my professional growth during
internships”. 
Sam showed his appreciation for BXCL as he said
that he owes a great deal of who he is today to the
lessons, experiences, and mentorships he
received during his time in sixth form. 

By Jasmine Grice


